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Spend time with a young child while they are creating something with their hands and you may 
notice a quiet moment that reveals something profound. A child gathers leaves, folds paper, 
shapes beeswax, or paints with careful attention. At first the activity seems focused entirely on 
the materials themselves. Yet suddenly the child looks up and says, “This is for Mama,” or “I’m 
making this for my friend.” 

In that moment something new has appeared. What began as activity and exploration has turned 
outward. The child is no longer simply making something. They are giving. 

For young children this impulse does not arise from obligation or instruction. It appears naturally 
as part of their growing relationship with the world and the people around them. The young child 
lives very closely connected to the adults and community that surround them. The warmth they 
receive, the care offered by parents and teachers, and the atmosphere of the home or classroom 
all live deeply within them. Over time, something within the child begins to respond to this 
experience. The child wishes to give something back. 



In the early years much of a child’s activity flows through the hands. Children knead dough, 
shape clay, gather flowers, stack blocks, and draw with sweeping movements across the page. 
These gestures are not only forms of play or exploration. They are also expressions of the child’s 
will moving outward into the world. Through their hands the child learns that they can shape 
materials, transform their surroundings, and bring something new into existence. 

When this activity becomes connected to another human being, the gesture deepens. A drawing 
becomes a gift for a grandparent. A small bundle of flowers is carried carefully across the yard 
for a teacher. A child brings a smooth stone or a carefully chosen leaf and offers it with quiet 
seriousness. To an adult these objects may appear simple, yet for the child the act of giving 
carries great meaning. 

In Waldorf education we understand that the young child learns primarily through imitation and 
experience rather than through explanation. Generosity does not arise because adults explain the 
importance of kindness. It grows because the child lives within an environment where care, 
gratitude, and generosity are quietly practiced each day. 

When children see adults preparing food for others, tending the garden, mending a torn garment, 
or creating something beautiful for the home, they encounter living examples of giving. The 
child absorbs these gestures long before they understand them intellectually. Over time the same 
impulse begins to awaken within their own activity. 

Artistic work in early childhood offers one of the most natural pathways for this impulse to 
appear. When children paint, model with beeswax, sew simple forms, or create small seasonal 
crafts, they are not striving for perfection or external recognition. The activity itself carries 
satisfaction. Yet when the finished piece is offered to another person, the experience expands. 
The child discovers that something created through their own effort can bring joy to someone 
else. 

This discovery marks an important step in the child’s moral development. Rudolf Steiner often 
spoke about how the young child first develops through the strengthening of the will. Through 
movement, imitation, and purposeful activity, the child learns to act in the world. Yet as 
development unfolds, this will gradually transforms. What first appears as the impulse to act 
eventually becomes the capacity to care for others. 

In this sense the path of early childhood quietly moves from will into love. The child who once 
simply wanted to carry, build, and create now begins to use those same abilities in service of 
another person. The hands that once grasped the world now begin to offer something back to it. 

In many ways the gifts children create are reflections of the relationships that surround them. A 
child who feels loved and cared for often wishes to express that same warmth outwardly. The 



gift becomes a bridge between people. The drawing, the flower, or the handmade object carries 
something invisible within it. It carries the intention and affection of the child who made it. 

This is why the artistic activities offered in early childhood environments are often simple and 
grounded in natural materials. Beeswax that softens in warm hands, watercolor paints that flow 
and blend, wool that can be shaped and sewn, wood that can be sanded smooth—these materials 
invite the child into a living relationship with creation itself. They do not dictate a final product 
but allow the child’s own gesture and imagination to guide the process. 

When the activity is open in this way, the possibility for genuine giving remains alive. The 
child’s creation is not something produced to satisfy an adult expectation. It arises from the 
child’s own engagement with the materials and the moment. 

In modern culture gifts are often purchased quickly and exchanged through routine. Yet when a 
child gives something they have made themselves, the gesture carries a different quality. The 
object may be small or imperfect, but the effort and attention placed within it are unmistakable. 
The gift becomes a vessel for the child’s developing capacity to care for another person. 

For parents and teachers the most meaningful way to support this impulse is not by directing it 
too strongly. When children feel pressured to produce gifts or crafts for specific occasions, the 
activity can lose its authenticity. Instead, generosity flourishes when children are simply given 
opportunities to work with their hands in meaningful ways and when the adults around them live 
examples of kindness and gratitude. 

Over time these small gestures accumulate. The child who brings a flower today may one day 
offer help to a friend in difficulty. The child who carefully makes a gift for a parent may later 
grow into an adult who contributes thoughtfully to the wider community. 

The seeds of generosity are planted early, often in quiet and unnoticed ways. A drawing carried 
home from school. A handful of berries gathered in the garden. A small object placed into 
someone’s hand with a shy smile. 

Seen from the outside these gestures may appear small, but within them something deeply 
human is unfolding. The child is discovering that their actions can bring warmth into the life of 
another person. The will that once moved outward simply to explore the world begins to 
transform into something new. It becomes the impulse to give. 

And in this quiet transformation, one of the most beautiful capacities of the human being begins 
to awaken. The child who once reached out to grasp the world slowly learns another gesture. The 
hands open. The gift is offered. And through this simple act the child begins to discover that the 



world is not only something we take hold of, but also something we can lovingly give ourselves 
to. 
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